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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file. 
 

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Chair draws attention to the following points: 
 
Languages available 
 
FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, EL, ES, CS, HU, PL, BG and RO. 
 
Webstreaming 
 
Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the microphone to make an intervention, the camera will be 
automatically directed to the speaker. 
 

Adoption of Coordinators’ recommendations 
 
The summary of Coordinators' recommendations of the meeting on 4 December 2019 was circulated to the Members 
on 10 December 2019.  
 
If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved 
 
 
 
 

  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY, 21 JANUARY 2020 

9.00-12.30 and 14.30 - 17.30 

Room: Altiero Spinelli (ASP) 3E-2 

Brussels  
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3. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
Consideration of draft report in the presence of Commissioner Johannes 
Hahn (DG BUDG) 
 
Rapporteur:  Monika Hohlmeier (EPP) 
Administrators:  Philippe Godts and Christian Ehlers 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D), Olivier Chastel (RE), Viola Von Cramon 
Taubadel (Greens), Joachim Hans Kuhs (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Luke Ming Flanagan 
(GUE) 
 
In her draft report, Monika Hohlmeier welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors has 

issued a qualified rather than an adverse opinion on the legality and regularity of the payments. The Rapporteur 
expresses her concern regarding the high level of outstanding commitments and stresses that is mainly due to the 
slow implementation of the European Structural Investment Funds. She calls on the Commission to streamline the 
multiple methodologies and kinds of error rates used by the relevant services. Ms Hohlmeier insists on the need for 
more cooperation between customs services in the Member States in order to avoid harm to Union and national 
budgets; she calls on the Commission to pay greater attention to the geographic distribution of research funds.  
 
The Rapporteur calls on the Commission to table a proposal to support farmers confronted with land-grabbing 
malpractices and to take on board the critical conclusions of the Court as to the greening of the CAP regime in the 
proposals on the MFF and the European Green deal. She calls on the Commission to take specific measures in order 
to prevent the misuse of Union funds and avoid trafficking in relation to migrants in the hotspots. Ms Hohlmeier 
insists that the Commission ensures that the delivery of external aid is subject to the rule of law and respect for 
human rights. The Rapporteur calls on the Commission to fight any form of conflict of interests. 
 
The draft report is available on the CONT website.  

 
CONT Timetable:  

 
Event Body Date 
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 29/01/2020 at 14.00 
Vote CONT 19-20/02/2020 
Adoption Plenary March II 2020 

 
  

TUESDAY, 21JANUARY 2020 
9.00 - 12.30 

PUBLIC MEETING 
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4. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 
Consideration of draft report 
 
Rapporteur:        Maria Grapini (S&D) 
Administrator:   Cecile Bourgault 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: Tamas Deutsch (EPP), Gilles Boyer (RE), Daniel Freund (Greens), 
Joachim Hans Kuhs (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Younous Omarjee (GUE) 
 
The European Parliament draft discharge report for the financial year 2018 is based on a 
wide range of information, which is available on the CONT website: 

 
- Parliament's accounts for the financial year 2018,  
- the report on budgetary and financial management, 
- the Secretary-General's Statement of Assurance, 
- the Annual Activity Reports by the Authorising Officers, 
- the European Court of Auditors' Annual Report 2018, 
- the follow-up report drawn up by the Administration in response to the previous year's discharge resolution, 
-the questionnaire with the Secretary-General's replies, emailed to Members on 11 November 2019, and 
- the exchange of views in CONT on 18 November 2019 with the Vice-President responsible for budgetary affairs, 
the Secretary General, the Court of Auditors and the Internal Auditor. 
 
The Rapporteur, Ms Grapini, presents her draft report on the Parliament's management during the financial year 
2018. Her draft report contains comments and recommendations based, inter alia, on the Court of Auditors’ and 
the Internal Auditors’ findings, as well as on the result of the extensive discussion process held with the 
Parliament’s Authorising Officers. 
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the Parliament's work and emphasises the substantial increase of the legislative activity 
as Parliament was approaching the end of its 2014-2019 legislative term. She notes that the United Kingdom’s 
decision to withdraw from the European Union had a considerable impact on the different services of Parliament.  
 
She expresses concerns on the staff reduction target which may have negative effects on Parliament’s 
performance, both in the short and long term and asks for a report on measures taken in response to long-term 
sick leave by 30 June 2020. Within a context of increased expectations towards staff, she insists on the importance 
of a constructive dialogue with the staff committee and trade unions, particularly on matters related to working 
conditions. 
 
In this context, Ms Grapini approves of the communication campaign that was launched and points out the 
increased participation of citizens in the 2019 European elections.  
 
Although noting improvements in the Parliament's communication strategy, the Rapporteur calls on DG COMM to 
continue its efforts to improve Parliament’s public website, in particular with regard to search engine optimization, 
and to increase its visibility. 
 
Ms Grapini regrets the geographic dispersion of the Parliament and the related costs.  
 
She takes note of the importance of the Parliament’s building strategy and acknowledges that the building policy 
gradually moved away from acquisition towards renovation and maintenance. 
 



 

4 

The Rapporteur supports the efforts of DG INLO to tighten up its security arrangements by making structural and 
organisational improvements and at the same time insists on the need to reconcile openness for citizens with 
security requirements. 
 
The Rapporteur notes with appreciation the agreement on interpreters' working conditions. She is however 
concerned by the situation of DG TRAD staff, who was faced with an exceptionally high workload due to the end of 
the legislative term but also with the uncertainties related to upcoming new and unfamiliar tasks. Ms Grapini calls 
on DG TRAD’s high-level management and staff to continue discussions on the impact of the cyclical workload on 
the well-being of staff. 
 
All language versions of the draft report and the reference documents can be consulted on the CONT website. 
 
CONT Timetable:  
 

Event Body Date 
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 29/01/2020 at 14.00 
Vote CONT 19-20/02/2020 
Adoption Plenary March II 2020 

 

5. 2018 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - 8TH, 9TH, 10TH AND 11TH EDFS 
 

Consideration of draft report 
 
Rapporteur:  Michele Rivasi (Greens) 
Administrator:  Olivier Sautière 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: David Lega (EPP), Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D), Olivier Chastel (RE), 
Joachim Hans Kuhs (ID), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Younous Omarjee (GUE) 
 
In the course of the preparation of the European Development Fund (EDF) discharge 
report for 2018, the Committee submitted written questions to the Member of the 
European Commission responsible for International Cooperation and Development, Mr 
Neven Mimica, and to the Director General and Deputy Head of Operations of the 

European Investment Bank (EIB) for Operations outside the EU, Mr Luca Lazzaroli, on 19 November 2019. 
 
On 28 November 2019, CONT Members held an exchange of views with Commissioner Neven Mimica on the findings 
concerning the EDF chapter of the Court of Auditors (ECA) 2018 Annual Report, in the presence of Mr Baudilio Tomé 
Muguruza Member of the European Court of Auditors.  
 
In her draft report, the Rapporteur emphasises the following issues: (i) the need to ensure that development aid is 
pursued in accordance with its original purpose of poverty alleviation with due consideration of aid effectiveness 
principles; (ii) the effectiveness of the monitoring and assurance systems; (iii) the strengthening of the visibility of 
the Union’s actions and the respect of human rights, rule of law and democracy in the Union’s funding; (iv) the added 
value of the European Union Trust Fund for Africa; (v) the cooperation with international organisations; (vi) the use 
of performance criteria and results for the disbursement of budget support operations; and (vii) the African Peace 
and Security Architecture. 
 
All language versions of the draft report and the reference documents can be consulted on the CONT website.  
 
CONT Timetable:  
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Event Body Date 
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 29/01/2020 at 14.00 
Vote CONT 19-20/02/2020 
Adoption Plenary March II 2020 

 

DISCHARGE 2018: AGENCIES 

 

6. DISCHARGE 2018: REPORT ON DISCHARGE IN RESPECT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

BUDGET OF THE AGENCIES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2018: 

PERFORMANCE, FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL 
 

7. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN SECURITIES AND MARKETS AUTHORITY (ESMA) 
 

8. DISCHARGE 2018: AGENCY FOR THE COOPERATION OF ENERGY REGULATORS (ACER) 
 

9. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN INSURANCE AND OCCUPATIONAL PENSIONS AUTHORITY 

(EIOPA) 
 

10. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN INSTITUTE FOR GENDER EQUALITY (EIGE) 
 

11. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN BANKING AUTHORITY (EBA) 
 

12. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN BORDER AND COAST GUARD AGENCY (FRONTEX) 
 

13. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN GNSS AGENCY (GSA) 
 

14. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING (CEPOL) 
 

15. DISCHARGE 2018: EURATOM SUPPLY AGENCY (ESA) 
 

16. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT COOPERATION 

(EUROPOL) 
 

17. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN FISHERIES CONTROL AGENCY (EFCA) 
 

18. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY (ECHA) 
 

19. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY (EMSA) 
 

20. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN AVIATION SAFETY AGENCY (EASA) 
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21. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN UNION JUDICIAL COOPERATION UNIT (EUROJUST) 
 

22. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN TRAINING FOUNDATION (ETF) 
 

23. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR NETWORK AND INFORMATION SECURITY 

(ENISA) 
 

24. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR RAILWAYS (ERA) 
 

25. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY (EFSA) 
 

26. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL (ECDC) 
 

27. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN MONITORING CENTRE FOR DRUGS AND DRUG ADDICTION 

(EMCDDA) 
 

28. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS (FRA) 
 

29. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING 

(CEDEFOP) 
 

30. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN FOUNDATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF LIVING AND 

WORKING CONDITIONS (EUROFOUND) 
 

31. DISCHARGE 2018: TRANSLATION CENTRE FOR THE BODIES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION (CDT) 
 

32. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY (EMA) 
 

33. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN AGENCY FOR SAFETY AND HEALTH AT WORK (EU-OSHA) 
 

34. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EEA) 
 

35. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN ASYLUM SUPPORT OFFICE (EASO) 
 

36. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN AGENCY FOR THE OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT OF LARGE-
SCALE IT SYSTEMS IN THE AREA OF FREEDOM, SECURITY AND JUSTICE (EU-LISA) 
 

37. DISCHARGE 2018: OFFICE OF THE BODY OF EUROPEAN REGULATORS FOR ELECTRONIC 

COMMUNICATIONS (BEREC) 
 

38. DISCHARGE 2018: EUROPEAN INSTITUTE OF INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY (EIT) 
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Consideration of draft reports 
 
Rapporteurs: Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR): ACER, EBA, 
EEA, EFCA, EIOPA, EASO, EMSA, ESMA, ERA, 
EURATOM, EUROPOL, FRA, EIGE, EMA, EMCDDA, 
EUROJUST, ENISA, EFSA, CEPOL, BEREC + 
Horizontal Report for all agencies 
 
 

- Joachim Brudziński (ECR):CDT, CEDEFOP, ETF, EU-OSHA, EUROFOUND, Frontex and ECDC 
- Ryszard Legutko (ECR): EASA, EIT, ECHA, EU- LISA, and GNSS 

Administrator:  Benoit Lefort 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: Andrej Novakov (EPP); Lara Wolters (S&D); Ramona Strugariu (FRA, Eorojust, Europol, EMCDDA, 
Frontex, EU-Lisa, Cepol, EASO), Cristian Ghinea (EU-Osha, EBA, ETF), Gilles Boyer (EIOPA, ESMA), Katalin Cseh (ECDC, 
BEREC, EIT, ECHA, EFSA,EMA, ENISA, ACER, Euratom, GNSS), EEA), Olivier Chastel (Horizontal report + CDT, CEDEFOP, 
EFCA, EIGE, EMSA, ERA, EASA, Eurofound) (RE); Bas Eickhout (Greens); Joachim Hans Kuhs (ID), Younous Omarjee 
(GUE) 
 
The number of decentralised agencies being subject to discharge for the financial year 2018 is 32, the same as in the 
previous year. In addition to the draft reports on the decentralised agencies, the Rapporteurs, Mr R. Czarnecki,  
Mr R. Legutko and Mr J. Brudziński will present the draft report containing horizontal observations on the agencies. 
The draft reports are based on the European Court of Auditors' Annual Report on the agencies, and the following 
documents containing information on the agencies' financial management for the 2018 financial year: 
 

 Reports on the follow-up of the previous year's discharge resolutions; 
 Reports on 2018 budgetary and financial management; 
 2018 annual activity reports; 
 Answers by the Agencies’ Network and by individual agencies to the written questions by the CONT 

Committee; and  
 Oral replies provided in the course of the CONT hearing of 4 December 2019. 

 
Out of the 32 decentralised agencies subject to the discharge procedure, the European Court of Auditors issued a 
clean opinion on the reliability of the accounts for all agencies meaning that the final accounts present fairly, in all 
material respects, their financial position at year-end.  
 
The European Court of Auditors issued a clean opinion on the legality and regularity of the payments underlying the 
accounts for all agencies, except for one agency, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO), for which the Court 
issued a qualified opinion on the legality and regularity of the payments underlying the accounts. 
 
While EASO has taken concrete and positive steps to improve its governance, the unsatisfactory situation identified 
in years 2016 and 2017 regarding its governance and financial control is improving only slowly. Irregularities were 
found in a major procurement in 2018; the Office’s staff situation, not least its vacant managerial post in 
administration and the delegation of core tasks to economic operators raise particular concerns.  
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The draft reports for other agencies focus, inter alia, on issues related to the reliability of accounts, the legality and 
regularity of transactions, internal controls, budget implementation, procurement, staff policy, prevention and 
management of conflicts of interest and transparency.  
 
 
All language versions of the draft reports and the reference documents can be consulted on the CONT website.  
 
CONT Timetable:  
 

Event Body Date 
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 29/01/2020 at 14.00 
Vote CONT 19-20/02/2020 
Adoption Plenary March II 2020 

 
 

 
 

 

DISCHARGE 2018: OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

 
39 DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COUNCIL AND EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

 

40. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION SERVICE 
 

41. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - COURT OF JUSTICE 
 

42. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 
 

43. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

COMMITTEE 
 

44. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 
 

45. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN OMBUDSMAN 
 

46. DISCHARGE 2018: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN DATA PROTECTION 

SUPERVISOR 
  

TUESDAY, 21 JANUARY 2020 
14.30 - 17.30 

PUBLIC MEETING 
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Consideration of draft reports 
 
Rapporteur: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP) 
Administrators: Charlotte Kutzenberger and Olivier Sautière (for EEAS) 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: Isabel Garcia Munoz (S&D); Cristian Ghinea (EEAS, CoR, EDPS), 
Martina Dlabajova (ECA), Ramona Strugariu (CoJ), Olivier Chastel (Council, EESC, 
Ombudsman) (RE); Mikulas Peksa (Greens); Joachim Hans Kuhs (ID); Ryszard Czarnecki 
(ECR); Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE) 
 
The Secretaries-General of the Other Institutions received the questions put by CONT 
Members on 08 October 2019 and the written replies were made available to the 

Members on 29 October 2019. 
 
On 12 November 2019 the Rapporteur, M Zdechovský introduced into the topic and following, the CONT Members 
held an exchange of views related to the budget discharge of 2018 with the Secretaries General of the other 
Institutions (except of the Council). 
 
The Rapporteur prepared the draft discharge reports based on documents such as the Court of Auditors (ECA) annual 
report of 2018, the annual activity reports of the different other institutions, the related balance sheets and the 
internal audit reports, on exchanges of views in the CONT Committee and on the replies given by the  institutions 
concerned.  
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the fact that ECA gave a clean opinion on the reliability of the accounts of the European 
Union for 2018. The draft reports focus mostly on the issues identified during the financial year 2018. They look at 
issues and efforts made by the other Institutions regarding sound financial management, reporting, internal control 
systems, communication etc. 
The CONT Members will have an exchange of views on the 2018 budget discharge for other Institutions. 
 
This exchange of views will be organised in the way that the Rapporteur introduces into the topic by covering all 
issues and institutions in one bloc. Then the Shadow rapporteurs will take the floor and will present their reflections 
by covering all other institutions, before giving the floor to the other CONT Members. 
 
Concerning the EEAS discharge, replies to the 76 questions submitted to the EEAS were emailed to CONT Members 
on 30 October 2019.  
 
The hearing held on 28 November 2019 with the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, Ms Federica Mogherini, in the presence of Mr Pietro Russo Member of the European Court of Auditors, 
provided to Members an opportunity to address a range of management issues and operating costs  in terms of 
effectiveness and efficiency: namely the evolution of the EEAS staff profile (i.e. the trends for geographical and 
gender  balance),  the reinforcement of the EEAS  physical and IT security package in Union’s Delegations, the means 
for developing the EEAS strategic communication as well as the situation of the EEAS building administration. 
 
All language versions of the draft reports and the reference documents can be consulted on the CONT website. 
 
CONT Timetable:  
 

Event Body Date 
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 29/01/2020 at 14.00 
Vote CONT 19-20/02/2020 
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Adoption Plenary March II 2020 
 
 

  



 

11 

 

DISCHARGE 2018: JOINT UNDERTAKINGS 

 

47. DISCHARGE 2018: JOINT UNDERTAKING - INNOVATIVE MEDICINES  INITIATIVE 2 (IMI 2) 
 

48. DISCHARGE 2018: JOINT UNDERTAKING - AERONAUTICS AND ENVIRONMENT (CLEAN SKY) 
 

49. DISCHARGE 2018: BIO-BASED INDUSTRIES JOINT UNDERTAKING (BBI) 
 

50. DISCHARGE 2018: JOINT UNDERTAKING - ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS AND SYSTEMS FOR 

EUROPEAN LEADERSHIP (ECSEL) 
 

51. DISCHARGE 2018: JOINT UNDERTAKING - FUEL CELLS AND HYDROGEN (FCH) 
 

52. DISCHARGE 2018: SHIFT2RAIL JOINT UNDERTAKING (SHIFT2RAIL) 
 

53. DISCHARGE 2018: JOINT UNDERTAKING - SAFETY OF AIR NAVIGATION (SESAR) 
 

54. DISCHARGE 2018: INTERNATIONAL FUSION ENERGY ORGANISATION (ITER) 
 

Consideration of draft reports 
 
Ryszard Antoni Legutko (ECR) for CLEAN SKY 2, ECSEL, IMI, ITER and 
BBI 
Joachim Stanisław Brudzinski (ECR) for Shift2Rail, SESAR and FCH 
Administrator: Rudolfs Verdins 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: Markus Pieper (EPP), Maria Grapini (S&D), 
Martina Dlabajova (RE), Michele Rivasi (Greens), Joachim Hans Kuhs 
(ID), Younous Omarjee (GUE) 
 

 
The Rapporteurs Mr Legutko and Mr Brudzinski will present their draft reports on Joint Undertakings (JUs) discharge. 
The reports look at outstanding issues as well efforts and progress made by the JUs regarding monitoring, reporting 
and internal control systems in 2018. 
 
On 14 November 2019 the European Court of Auditors (“the Court”) published its single consolidated annual report 
on JUs In its report the Court issued a clean opinion on the reliability of the accounts for all of the JUs, confirming 
that their final accounts present fairly, in all material respects, their financial position at year-end. The Court also 
issued a clean opinion on the legality and regularity of the transactions underlying the accounts for all the JUs. 
In its report the Court noted that there has been a delay in Horizon 2020 implementation (at the same time the 
implementation of the previous programme was successful). The Court drew draws attention to ITER (F4E) JU, citing 
risk of cost increases and implementation delays. 
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On 4 December 2019 CONT committee held a hearing (exchange of views) with the representatives of the JUs, in the 
presence of the responsible Member of Court, Mr Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz. 
The committee had invited three JUs to intervene at the hearing: FCH (Executive director Mr Bart BIEBUYCK), ITER 
(Director Mr Johannes SCHWEMMER, and CLEAN SKY 2 (Executive director Mr Axel KREIN). The three JUs also replied 
to Members’ questions, as well as to the comments of the Court. 
 
Overall situation across the JUs is well under control; nevertheless, there are some areas of concern which drew 
rapporteurs’ attention. Please find below some of the points which the Rapporteur included in their reports: 
 
- Bio-based Industries: out of the minimum EUR 182 500 000 of cash contributions to be made by the industry 
members to the Joint Undertaking’s operational costs, only EUR 800 000 were paid by the end of 2018, as a result, 
the Commission decided at the end of 2018 to reduce the Joint Undertaking’s 2020 budget of EUR 205 000 000 by 
EUR 140 000 000. There is a high risk that the minimum industry contribution will not be achieved by the end of the 
Joint Undertaking’s programme. 
 
- Clean Sky 2: compared to 2017, in 2018 the JU’s personnel turnover rates were high for temporary agents and 
contract agents: for temporary staff the turnover rate increased by almost 17 %, and the use of interim staff services 
almost doubled. 
 
- Electronic Components and Systems for European Leadership: the Court found significant shortcomings in the 
management of the procurement procedures for administrative services; also, cash contributions for administrative 
costs amounting to more than EUR 1 000 000 were not invoiced by the ENIAC to the industry before the set-up of 
the ECSEL JU. 
 
- Fuel Cells and Hydrogen: Regarding the FCH2’s 2018 budget available for Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) 
projects, due to delays in submission of cost claims for ongoing FP7 projects the implementation rate for payment 
appropriations was 79,6%. 
 
- Initiative on Innovative Medicines: in 2018, the IMI 2 JU’s staff turnover rate was high at an average of 21 %, and 
particularly high for contract agents at 60 %. The situation worsened due to eight people being on long-term sick 
leave of which four were new cases in 2018, thus only half of the IMI 2 Joint Undertaking’s staff was operational in 
2018, which increased the risk that the IMI 2 JU’s operational objectives might not be achieved as planned; the JU 
made use of interim staff, which represented 9,6% of its total staff in 2018. 
 
- European Joint Undertaking for ITER and the Development of Fusion Energy: the JU recalculated its contribution to the 
project construction phase EUR 12 000 000 000, up from the EUR 6 600 000 000 approved by the EU Council in 2010. 
This figure does not include contingencies (the Commission suggested that a contingency of up to 24 months in 
terms of schedule and 10-20% in terms of budget  would be appropriate). In November 2016, the Council of ITER 
Organization approved a new ITER project baseline, which estimates the achievement of ‘First Plasma’ and the start 
of the operational phase in 2025 with the completion of the construction phase in 2035. The previous (2010) baseline 
estimated completion of the construction phase in 2020. 
 
- SESAR: in 2018, the Court published a special report on the Union regulation for the modernisation of air traffic 
management; the Court found that a majority of the projects audited would have been financed without Union 
funding support, and it found weaknesses in the implementation of the funding scheme, in particular, insufficient 
prioritisation, and Air Traffic Management performance benefits in an operational environment were still to be 
demonstrated. 
 
- Shift2Rail: in 2018 one Associated Member became a wholly owned subsidiary of a Founding Member, as a result 
the Founding Member’s representation in the governing board increased. The provisions of the JU’s current legal 
framework do not sufficiently address corporate acquisitions among the JU’s industry members. 
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The Court of Auditors' reports and other relevant information (including annual reports, final accounts etc.) can be 
found on the CONT website. 
 
All language versions of the draft report and the reference documents can be consulted on the CONT website.  
CONT Timetable:  
 

Event Body Date 
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 29/01/2020 at 14.00 
Vote CONT 19-20/02/2020 
Adoption Plenary March II 2020 

 
 

55. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 

56. NEXT MEETINGS 
 

 
 

 28 January 2020, from 09.00 to 12.30 and 14.30 to 18.30 (Brussels) 
 19 February 2020, from 09.00 to 12.30 and 14.30 to 18.30 (Brussels) 
 20 February 2020, from 09.00 to 12.30 (Brussels) 

  

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY) 
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee 


